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Introduction From the Theme Director

Aside from, or perhaps even more than, the lessons in the
classroom, the most important part of teaching lies in the
relationship built between teacher and student. This connection
will guide the student in life,as explained by the Rebbe in (»'1 man
A5 )

DOM INYOIT Ty ovw o Trbn Nk jorv... " To inoculate the students
so that they can withstand the tests of life.” Clearly the Rebbe

1s telling us there’s more to the daily lessons and tests in subject
matter to prepare our students for.

As a i, a teacher, it is without a doubt that this is what you do,
day in and day out in your classroom.

For that and all you do we say THANK YOU! In this booklet

you will find letters of thanks to teachers. To all who have
submitted letters and notes, we appreciate your sharing these
personal messages with which you were thanked and recognized
for your efforts on behalf of your students. Teachers are certainly
appreciated, but not always is time taken to acknowledge it.
Accept these notes as thanks to each and every one of you for your
involvement in your students’ lives.

Additionally, there are letters, shared with MEF by the Yocheved
Gourarie Kindness Award*. As part of their program, teachers are
recognized in having done something special for a student. Special
thanks to Sara Zohar of the YGKA* for submitting the letters to
MEF.

A huge n29w” to Esther Levy, Kinus theme committee member
for coordinating the collection of letters, and to Sarah Wolfe for
transcribing and compiling the booklet.

€98 MDY NI DWHH DRI, DN HY DIWH5 DI IV TITT WN T Ml
Drmow Wy Sy o> When it is desired to influence another... to
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influence them 1 tefach, a person has to add to himself 2 tefachim.
N YTP MMN)

Your presence at the Kinus Mechanchos has given you those
D»mpw, the tools that you will have to share with your precious
mTn2n enabling them to reach their fullest potential.

Whether you heard a valuable take away from a presenter, an idea
from a fellow N2 in a networking session, or just chatting with

colleagues between sessions, those messages along with this booklet
will inspire you to continue with renewed energy and appreciation.

Engage with a fellow teacher to learn this Kovetz, and be further
invigorated in teaching with guidance from the Rebbe.

W IR NN 00, As the theme of this Kinus expressed the
timeless message of 7Mn and how it is to be taught, may this take
place with renewed energy, in the classroom and with the coming
of WIwnHn P TYn

Mrs. Tzirl Goldman

Kinus Theme Committee Chair

*The Yocheved Gourarie kindness award secks to highlight the Melamdim and
Mechanchos who show commitment to their students in exemplary ways. Who create
opportunities for inclusivity and belonging inside their classrooms, or throughout the
school community. Who value the whole child and, along with nurturing the neshama,
promote the mental, emotional and physical wellness of their students. The teacher,
classmate or childhood friend who recognizes that when a child struggles, we must open
our hearts and widen the circle of acceptance. The award honors these special educators
and childhood friends and the ripples of their actions. And together honors the life and
legacy of Yocheved Gourarie AH.



PART 1:
KOVETZ LIMUD

Theme of the 7th Annual
Kinus Mechanchos Chabad
“DNTID Y P DY 5oy

New Tools for a Timeless Chinuch

—

We honor Mechanchos who are reaching into new times
To bring a timeless Torah Chinuch to the generation of 73

With new tools, new enerqy, and new inspiration

Erom our Torah and our Rebbeim.




Igros Kodesh

On many occasions, the Rebbe emphasized how the winds of change are
impacting today’s youth, and whereas in the past, it could be left to the
home to educate children with values and Yiras Shamayim, today, the
schools and teachers must shoulder this task. This theme, as well as the
importance of educating Bnos Yisrael, the future mothers, is brought out in
this letter.

By the Grace of G-d
8th of lyar, 5728
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Laying of the Foundation Stone of the
Beth Rivkah Schools Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

G-d bless you.
Greeting and Blessing:

I extend heartfelt felicitations and prayerful wishes to the
President and Board members, as well as to the distinguished
guests and all friends participating in this notable event. It is
surely an occasion for joy and pride, not only for the Jewish
community of Australia, but also for Jewry as a whole.

One of the most serious problems of our day is the confusion,
discontent and agitation besetting the young generation.
Time-honored norms of ethics and morality, indeed the very
foundations of law and order, are all too frequently challenged
by reckless and rebellious youngsters and adolescents. Though
fortunately in the minority, they nevertheless inflict a heavy
toll upon society materially and spiritually. The conclusion

1s inescapable that one of the primary causes of this juvenile
unrest lies in the fact that some segments of the present-day
young generation is growing up without awe and reverence for
G-d, which used to be instilled into the hearts of the children in
former generations. Consequently, many of them grow up also
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without regard for the true values in life, values which can be
meaningful and enduring only if they are based on the Supreme
Authority of the Creator and Master of the world.

It is generally recognized that religion, morality and ethics must
begin at home. However, economic pressures and other factors
prevailing nowadays have in many families brought about an
abdication of parental responsibility. At best, the responsibility
for the conduct of the home and the spiritual development of
the children has in a large measure shifted from the “head” of
the family to the “heart” of the family, namely from the father to
the mother.

The Jewish wife and mother has always been recognised as
the Akeres Habayis, the “Foundation of the home.” With the
added responsibilities, made more difficult by environmental
influences, it has become necessary more than ever before that
the Jewish wife and mother herself be adequately trained and
prepared in her youth to assume her responsibilities, and carry
them out to perfection.

[...] These fine schools carry out a vital function by preparing
future Jewish wives and mothers who will preserve the saintly
traditions of the Jewish home, based on the foundations of our
G-d-given Torah at Sinai.

[...] I hope and pray that the Laying of the Foundation Stone
will be followed by the expeditious completion of the actual
construction, so that the new premises will soon be dedicated
and filled to capacity with an ever growing number of eager
students.

May the Almighty bless each and all of you who are helping
this great cause with a generous measure of Divine blessings
materially and spiritually.

With blessing,

M. Schneerson



WIS PR IO ITOM T PO PARIDNN 0T . DO IPVOR W PR
ST T PR DWW DTN 0T 13 18 YA
PARIDNN ST PR, TIRD IWT PR O8YD0 PR, IVIAR,OVY IINN PR
DOTR50 9T 11D MNP 0T 1IPININT 1N IR O3 PPN MITOM T ND
TTINT % PR IRINDDIRIOR DIPYT IV T N, T 0 PR
5592 9930w -03aY5 WATR X IR NI NN 0V, Dnw

It used to be that the task of a school was primarily to give
students Torah knowledge, but in our time, and especially and
in our land, the school’s role is not only to enrich the students’

knowledge base in Torah and Yiddishkeit, but primarily to

implant within them Yiras Shamayim, careful observance of
Mitzvos, and, in general, the Jewish way of life.

(1¥P"T MR, T ,PR)



Sicha1:
Yud Beis Tammuz
and the Kinus Theme

What does it mean to regard the Torah as new each
day, when it is timeless and eternal? In this Tinn 2"
Sicha, the Rebbe explains that the difference is not

in the Torah itself, but in the attitude of the receiver.
May we be zoche to model this attitude for our
students, and help them relate to our holy Torah and
Mesorah in a way that will inspire them to transcend
and transform the challenges of our time.

DTN 2, IMTINNN
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Sicha 2:
The True Purpose
of Education

In our day and age, in light of recent challenges both
internal and external, as well as the new horizons
that have opened up in the times of Moshiach, it
feels that the job description of an educator is bigger
than ever before. In this Sicha, the Rebbe defines the
true purpose of Chinuch, which far transcends just

transmitting information, especially in our time.
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... It is the task of a Mashgiach (supervisor) to see to it that the Torah
teaches him (the student), as our Rebbeim would say, meaning that the
Torah becomes internalized within him until it can be called “his Torah,”
since the Torah and Bnai Yisroel are truly one. It is against this [process

of internalizing the Torah ] that the Yetzer Hara battles...

However, just like our Sages have said, that “even a watchman of a well
is appointed from on high,” [surely even more so, were you placed in this
position by Hashem]. It is certain that you were given the strength and
abilities to fulfill this mission of yours, and it only depends on your good
will. May Hashem grant you success, such that after a short time you

will be able to say, “See these shoots that I have raised.”

(n"oA7," PO WP MIK)



PART 2:
THANK YOU
MORAH

A compilation of thank you letters

and stories of impact




Thank You Morah
From Students

Dear Morah,

You were the key to my success! Thank you so much for all that you
taught me this year! You helped me “unlock” new skills, higher levels,
and of course my worries and fears. You taught me how to achieve and
to work hard because you believed in me.

You helped me “lock in” new middos, new tefillos, and new ways to
see the beautiful world that Hashem created for you and me. | have
blossomed and grown in so many ways. Thanks to you for giving me
the right amount of earth, water and sunshine. My parents are forever
grateful too. Have a wonderful summer.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

It’s been a great year! | was very nervous for 4th grade, but with you

as my teacher, | really enjoyed it. You really showed all of us that you
care. You kept a relationship with each girl, and helped us solve our
problems. The jobs you gave us really made us feel important, and your
lessons were very interesting. All the hands-on activities helped me
learn, and looking back, | feel like you’ve helped me become a different
person.

Thank you, your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you for understanding me. It’s not a surprise that you're the
most requested by the students to be the personal mechaneches. | love
how you guide me with a balance of understanding, emotion and logic.
I've had a hard time learning, and you’ve always tried to help, while
encouraging me to participate. Thank you for taking the time to talk

to me when things were hard at home, and for noticing when anything
seems wrong. You're the best teacher I've ever had.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

| would like to thank you for giving me an incredible year in your class.
Your lessons about being a mentch, handling anxiety and mindfulness
gave me skills to set me up for life. | really appreciated the way you
always look out for your students, including making sure | was settled
in my new school. Thank you for helping me grow in my davening and
connection to Hashem. Thank you so much for your thoughtful gift. |
can’t wait to have many more beautiful davenings from that siddur.
Thank you for a great school year, and going the extra mile as a teacher.
| really appreciate it more than you will ever know.

Sincerely, Your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you for always being there to make sure we're doing ok, and for
being available when we need to ask for help. Your constant caring and
asking how we are means so much.

Forever grateful, your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for all you have done this year. | can confidently
say that | had an amazing year, and it was so much because of you.
Your kindness, generosity, and loving patience were really appreciated.
You always took time to have discussions, offer answers and advice

as our incredible mechaneches. This year was so much fun! From field
trips to get-togethers to an absolutely amazing shabbaton, and so
much more. | have no words and no way to really thank you for all
you've done! Thank you! We will really miss you! Please keep our class
together and move up with us next year! Hatzlacha in all that you do.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

Which words would be most proper
To let you somehow know

How much | appreciate

The kindness that you show

For helping me immensely

To learn, to grow, to succeed,

All I can say is thank you

For caring for my every need

With love, your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you for all your care and investment. | felt your classroom was
a safe haven when the social scene frightened me. Baruch Hashem the
academic year passed with flying colors, and I'm so happy you helped
me do well on my spelling tests. Thank you for everything!

Your student

Dear Morah,

Pen and paper are a sadly inadequate means to convey the extent of
my gratitude. So here are the SparkNotes:

My experience in high school has been incredible, meaningful, and
accomplished. | have gained so much in knowledge, wisdom and
experience. | have a one-of-a-kind, devoted and dedicated staff to
thank for that. All throughout high school your classes have ranked
among my favorites. From creative and exciting English workshops, to
discussing duels and knights. Aside from all the fascinating information
you shared with us, you have been an extremely fun and exciting
teacher. | feel so privileged that | had your class every single year. The
ninth graders don’t yet know what they are missing!

Thank you so much for all of your time, patience and energy, and
for grading those stacks and stacks of papers. May you continue to
motivate and inspire your students, as you have for me.

All the best!

Sincerely, your student.



Dearest Morah,

Wow! Has it really been three years of learning with you?! It has always
been very exciting! You have so much personality, are so humorous

and dedicated. We have truly gained so much. Even though we weren'’t
always so well behaved, you always put up with us. We love you and we
will miss you! Wishing you much hatzlacha.

Love, your students.

Dear Morah,

| feel like anything | write will not be enough to thank you, but | will
nevertheless attempt to do so. Thank you for being our teacher,

a mother figure, for running production, for having passionate
discussions with us, for taking us on our graduation trip, and for
preparing us to do well on our regents. | will miss you!

Your student

Dear Morah,

| love the way you take care of your students, and the way you smile
and care about us kids. When | come to your office with a problem you
always solve it in a nice way and make me happy that you take care of
a lot of issues in school.

| want to thank you for all the efforts that you put into us this year to
make the school succeed. | am proud to be in this school.

Sincerely, your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for teaching me this year. | can’t believe how much
you've taught me, and | can honestly now say | am better at learning
Rashis and Mefarshim on my own. This year has been so amazing in
Chumash class, and | really loved it, maybe for the first time. | loved
how you delved into every question, found the answers, and taught so
many perspectives. You taught us how to take practical lessons and
apply them to our life which | really liked, because isn’t the whole point
of learning for it to translate into action? You set the bar high so we
can reach higher than we would ever expect. Without you, Morah, this
amazing learning experience couldn’t have happened.

The best way to teach is by example, and you really exemplify that.
Your refined, respectful, purposeful, compassionate and interested
personality is something we are grateful to look up to. | also can’t fail
to mention everything you do for Bnos. Thanks to you we had fun
programs this year, which made our school experience all the better.
This year has really been so incredible.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

| love the way you greet me every morning, with a smile and your “boker
tov yeladim umorot” at the assembly. Thank you for the hard work you
put into the year. | really appreciate it!

Sincerely, your student

Dear Morah,

| am so happy | was in your class this year. | learned a lot, and felt so
cared for. | will always remember your classes. Thank you so much for
all you did for us this year.

Your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for your guidance and wisdom. You always have
the right words to say. The kind of words and advice that help people
grow. | am grateful and blessed to have you as one of my mentors

Thank you, a student

Dear Morah,

You were my favorite Hebrew subject teacher. You taught everything
with so much excitement, patience and love. You were always so kind
to every single student in the class. You taught Parshah in the most
creative ways. | still have everything!

Thank you, your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for teaching me this year. | really enjoyed all the
programs and activities you did for us. They really helped me focus
more on my davening. Your subjects are so practical for my day-to-day
life, and now | am working on my brachos, more than | ever did before.
You are the best teacher | ever had.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

| cannot begin to tell you how much | enjoyed your classes. They were
filled with so much learning, growth and excitement. You really pushed
me to go out of my comfort zone and accomplish more than | thought |
was capable of. Thank you for also preparing us for high school!

Love, your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you for being my principal. You were always there for us and
always cared. You implemented important skills for life that will remain
with me forever. We were so fortunate to have you back this year as our
teacher too. Thank you for your lessons, they really impacted me. | will
really miss being in your class.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

| am happy that | had you as my Chumash teacher. | learned so many
skills and life lessons. Thank you so much for teaching me and caring
for me this year.

Your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you for making 5th grade so enjoyable! | still remember all the
songs you taught! Love, your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for teaching me this year. Chumash became my
favorite subject. The Pesukim, Rashis and Mefarshim were taught

in a clear and interesting way. You really made me have a clear
understanding of the stories, and | hope | will always remember them.

Love, your student



Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for teaching me this year. | really learned A LOT
from you. You prepared me for high school, and | really appreciate

it. You believed we could do it and that’s what kept me motivated
throughout the year. I love you and | will really miss you.

Love, your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you for teaching us in a very active and enjoyable way. | don’t
know if my grammar is great, but I'll continue trying! | still know the
material you taught! Thank you so much for working us hard! Love,
your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you for being the best teacher! | really enjoyed how you teach,
and how you care for all your students! You have a great sense of
humor, which makes everything so much more fun. When | had a
problem and | would go to you, you really showed you cared. | also
really enjoyed speaking with you during recess.

Thank you, your student

Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for everything, like the chocolate party, speaking
with the class in order to help us get through something, and always
putting your whole heart into us! | especially loved our little talks, and
I'm really going to miss you as my principal too. Thank you for always
dealing with us! I'll miss you.

Your student



Thank You Morah
From Parents
Dear Morah,

We are beyond grateful that you are our daughter’s teacher this year!
We remained in New York despite many other opportunities for the
chinuch of our children. You are the greatest gift our family could’ve
asked for, and your classroom affects our living room! Your inspiration
for teaching, your perspiration for teaching, your love of each and
every child, and your lessons, go so much farther than the classroom.
Your intentional chinuch is literally a case study. Our daughter
adores, shows me, and saves all of the personal notes you write to
her on your beautiful stationery. | couldn’t have asked for more in a
teacher.

Thank you so much for always being there. May Hashem bentch

you myado hamleiah hapesuchah hakedoshah vharchavah...
Bgashmiyus ubruchniyus with all of your heart’s desires. I'm sure that
will bring us to Moshiach

A grateful parent

Dearest Morah,

| can’t begin to describe to you the gift of a lifetime that you’ve given
our daughter. We're extremely awed and grateful in so many ways.
The mirn, the joy in nmin learning, the nwpna in a meaningful way,
making her feel noticed, along with all your joy, brilliant touches and
ideas. Your creativity in teaching was beyond anything one could
imagine. We're just feeling so blessed that she had the experience of
being your student. Only Brachos always.

With gratitude,

Your student’s parents



Dear Morah,

Thank you very much for all that you did for our daughter this year.
The hard work and dedication was self-evident and very much
appreciated! She will miss going to school and we will miss having you
as her teacher. Wishing you continued Hatzlacha and good health
going forward.

Take care,

Grateful parents

Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for all your tremendous work and excellent
teaching our daughter this year. She has learned a tremendous
amount and has developed so much in so many areas! May Hashem
bentch you to continue to grow from strength to strength in all your
worthy endeavors in every single aspect.

With best wishes for a good and healthy summer.

Many thanks, grateful parents

Hi Morah,

| want to say a huge thank you from myself and my husband

for everything you've done for our daughter this year! We are so
appreciative of all the effort and dedication you put into teaching
her and imparting her with skills and knowledge in so many areas.
She really has grown a lot this year, Baruch Hashem, and we are very
thankful for your part in this. Wishing you a gezunte summer and
hatzlacha in all.

Thank you, your student’s parents



Dear Morah,

Thank you for being there to end the school year. Mazal Tov again
on your baby! Thank you for giving our daughter a wonderful year of
learning. She really looked forward to each and every morning with
you! Wishing you a healthy and happy summer!

Thank you, a grateful mother

Dear Morah,

My daughter started having difficulties with reading due to dyslexia
at the very start of her school life. We reached out to you since we
heard you are a reading specialist. Even though you were fully booked
at that time, you saw how desperate we were and you came to school
at 8 am in order to fit her in. | still don’t know how you were able to
motivate my daughter to go to school at that early hour! Even with
your help, the school insisted that the older classes are more reading
based and that my daughter should go to a special school. It was a
very stressful time for us. We knew our daughter, and we knew her
struggles and strengths, and we strongly felt that she belonged in a
mainstream Lubavitch school. Thank you for giving us the help we
needed. You believed in my daughter and made sure my daughter
knew it. In your “free time” you constantly studied and researched
techniques for helping children with dyslexia. Fast forward six years
later and you are guiding my daughter into a beautiful, hard working
and confident teenager!

We cannot thank you enough, a grateful parent



Dear Morah,

Our daughter had such an amazing and wonderful year. It was full of
warmth, caring, meaning and inspiration! We hope her introduction
to her first year in high school continues in the same special way until
12th grade. And it was thanks to you that it all happened. Wishing
you a happy healthy summer.

Grateful parents

Dear Morah,

What a year it has been B”H! We are quite sad the year is coming to
an end. We cannot thank you enough for giving our daughter a year
we could have never dreamed of. Not only did she learn and grow
academically in her kriah, davening and all the beautiful divrei torah
she proudly gave over Friday night, but the middos you instilled in her
this past year will stay with her forever.

We are so lucky and feel blessed that we had you as a role model
this year. You focused on what was important and instilled in each
student a level of chassidishkeit that no one else can. We will never
forget the times you called while she was sick to see if she wanted to
learn over the phone. It made her feel so loved and cared for. Your
dedication to all the girls, and constantly going above and beyond
both in and out of the classroom was truly appreciated.

The personal Pesach shopping, providing scrapbook material for each
girl, updating their Tzivos Hashem and so much more, has meant

the world. Our daughter has grown so much in all, and the credit
goes to you! You took the time to get to know her personality and
gently brought out her strengths. And how can we forget you always
checking in with her regarding Tzivos Hashem! We are forever grateful
for your dedication and love.

Thank you, your student’s parents



Dear Morah,

Thank you for the incredible year our daughter has had in your
class. Your care and concern for each student’s individual needs is
unparalleled. You gently assisted with their struggles and rejoiced in
their achievements. Your patience, kindness and creativity has really
helped our daughter progress and made her experience so enjoyable.
Thank you for being so generous with your time and communication
at all hours. We feel that you have given her such a great foundation
to her schooling, that will ensure her future academic success.
Wishing you a happy and healthy summer, all the best!

Grateful parents

Dear Morah,

Thank you for such an amazing year! Our daughter learned so much
in your class. She came home happy every day, excited to tell us
about the fun things she did and learned. You helped her develop a
love for reading, and now she could sit and read for hours. We really
appreciate all you have done for her. Thanks for making first grade so
much fun!

Your student’s parents

Dear Morah,

Thank you for the important role you play in our daughter’s growth.
The special attention you give each girl, and the way you exemplify
chassidishkeit in such an exciting and lively manner, is a gift only a
special teacher as you can give.

Thank you, grateful parents



Dear Morah,

Thank you for an incredible year of teaching our son. It was a special
zechus for us and for him to be in your class, and have such a positive
experience. He gained a tremendous amount in Parsha, kriah, general
knowledge, Yiddishkeit, Chassidishkeit and so much more. He looked
forward to going to school, and was all the more elated when you
were his Morah on the bus! May the dedication and devotion you
have to teaching the little kinderlach bring you many zechusim in all
areas - with good health, nachas, and continued simchas from all
your children and grandchildren.

With much appreciation, respect and love, your student’s parents

Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for such a wonderful year! Your enthusiasm
and love make the classroom such a warm and happy environment
for the boys to learn and grow with their friends. Thank you for

all the work you put in with our son and his Alef Bais. We are so
appreciative!

Grateful parents

Dear Morah,

Thank you for giving our son a wonderful experience at preschool
this year. We are amazed at how much he has learned and shares
with us each day. His love for Parsha, Alef Bais and Chassidishe
Yomim Tovim is so beautiful to see. He came home with shining eyes
the other day and said “Mommy, I’'m a lichtele!” Thank you for the
nachas! He looks forward to going to Yeshiva and feels so lucky to
have you as his Friday bus Morah too! It’s a great feeling to know he’s
in good hands and being well cared for. With much appreciation.

Grateful parents



Dear Morah,

Thank you so much for all the effort you put into teaching the girls
this year. | know there were many challenges, and | appreciate the
extra creativity it took to make the year successful. Last week my
daughter mentioned how she can tell how much you love your
students. Thanks for going the extra mile to make her feel that way!

- An appreciative mother

Dear Morah,

My words will fall short of my genuine gratitude and humility. We
were so grateful to you and for our experiences in your class these
past few years. Especially your skill and grace in dealing with the
difficult interactions that occurred this year between the girls and
even the parents. | wanted to tell you that you have been exceptional
at helping my husband and | to see our daughter more clearly. My
husband’s viewpoint ever since your conversation with him shifted
towards seeing our daughter’s personality strengths in what had
previously seemed to be flaws. We will miss you and wish you only
nachas and to go from strength to strength.

Sincerely, a grateful mother



My Moment with Morah
Stories of Impact

was your student in 2004. | wanted to thank you for being one of the

most amazing teachers I've ever had. You inspired me to teach and
showed me by example how to be a true role model to students at such
a young age.

| have been a teacher for first, second, and third graders for a couple of
years now, and | always think back to things I learned from you in first
grade. Not only the academic things, but the things that you did that
left an impression as well.

| think about how you used to take us out or come over to our house for
our birthdays, even the summer ones like mine. How you brought in a
treat for the class on your birthday. How you would let us, as second
graders who were no longer in your class, come in during our recess to
“help” you give a lesson to your first grade class. How you cared for each
and every one of us and made us feel loved and special.

This is one thing that happened that | never forgot:

My family did not have a lot of money back then, and my mother

was only able to afford the necessities for me. One day we were out
shopping and | saw a cheaply made plastic pencil case that | really
liked. My mother said that | wouldn’t be able to get it, but then changed
her mind and bought it for me. | was so happy and | treasured it. One
day in school we were doing a project, and there were a lot of girls
moving around the classroom. One girl knocked into my desk and my
pencil case fell to the floor and broke open. | was so sure that it would
have to go in the garbage.

| was so sad and was holding back tears. You were in the middle of
talking to some other girls but noticed me on the floor picking up my
pencils and came over. You helped me pick up my pencils and offered
to help me fix it, and said that we could do it together. You were able to
fix most of it and | was able to use it as a pencil case for however much



longer.

It must have seemed like the smallest thing to you, but it made me so
happy and | never forgot it. It wasn'’t just that you fixed my pencil case,
but it was the fact that you noticed me and stopped what you were
doing even though the classroom was busy, just to help me.

Now as a teacher myself, | see the importance of making each child feel
special and cared for. | work to create a classroom where the children
feel comfortable to be themselves, to express themselves, and to feel
able to talk and ask me anything that’s on their mind.

When I’'m asked why | wanted to be a teacher, my first answer is that
| had the most amazing first grade teacher and always wanted to be
able to inspire and teach students the way she did to me.

| want to truly thank you for everything you taught and did for me.

Your student

y first grade Morah was always warm and friendly to me while |

was her student. When she sees me now, more than twenty years
later, she always has a kind word of encouragement to share with me.
When my father passed away | was in her class. | remember she came
to the shiva more than once and made me feel so special. She brought
treats just for me, and | still remember which type of chocolate she
gave me.

Morah always greets her students, former students, peers, co-workers,
and even strangers with a genuine, warm smile. Years after being her
student she still is still your Morah. | would meet her years later on the
street, and she would ask for my name to daven for me while going
through infertility. Somehow having her daven for me meant more

to me than that of friends andnfamily members. While being at high
risk during pregnancy, Morah gave my mother-in-law a special letter
from the Frierdiker Rebbe she had received to keep during the time of



pregnancy and through birth. | always felt confident that her tefillos
would get answered.

While going through shiva and the year of aveilus for my dear mother,
| was able to truly feel her genuine care and pain for me. Whether it
was a word, a facial expression or just a smile, | could tell and feel that
she cares. Sometimes just acknowledging alone and knowing someone
truly cares about your pain is comforting. She is an example of how |
strive to be a teacher now myself, and | have so much more to learn
from and continue to live up to.

M orah is a true model of Chanoch Lnaar Al Pi Darko; doing
everything that she can to make sure every child feels like they
belong and are connected.

| grew up ‘out of town’. One of my biggest hesitations in raising my
family in a big frum community were the schooling options | would
have to choose for them. It all seemed very cold to me. Constantly
churning students through the system, with what appeared to me to be
a lack of love, kindness and acceptance. How wrong | was. Thank G-d
all my children have been cherished and taken care of but one of my
daughters principals has really stood out. Morah represents kindness,
and her door is always open to my daughter.

The love she has for her students and her wish to see them well
adjusted is heartwarming to say the least, Baruch Hashem.

orah was my high school teacher and taught three of my
daughters as well. The amount of knowledge she shared with
us allis only part of what makes her an amazing teacher. Her sincere
care for each student is felt by every single girl. She builds each student,
making them feel their own self confidence, as if they are each her star
student. As a parent, having your child in the same room with Morah
is exactly what you would dream for. Her words are so sincere and kind



that you are encouraged to act upon all that she complimented you on,
thus creating student after student with a healthy sense of self.

7_he first thought that comes to mind when | think of Morah is
tender-hearted; she is kind, thoughtful, and would prioritize the
needs of girls over her busy schedule. | still remember our first encounter
several years ago when | was in ninth grade. | was having difficulty
finding my niche and had great plans for post high school that didn’t
necessarily align with those of the standard student at my school. |
remember being afraid to even admit them to Morah, but when | did
she accepted it with a warm smile, telling me that “we need all types

of careers to aid the Jewish community.” Hearing this from my highly
regarded principal made me feel so much more at home in high school.

M orah was one of my 10th grade teachers, and | turned to her for
support and advice during a difficult time. She listened to me,
showed care and compassion, and made me feel like mattered. | felt
stronger and less alone knowing that she was there for me. It made the
rest of that high school year so much easier. It made a real impact on
me.

Morah’s kindness is a gift from above. Her unconditional love, patience
and guidance has changed my life and what it means to be a kind
person.| am forever grateful.

am so grateful for my Morah one year, who was one of the most

fun, creative and caring teachers | have ever had. One day during
davening, she called me over to say that she noticed | was davening
harder than usual, and that | seemed sad. She asked me if everything
was ok and if she could help make things better. And she did just by



noticing and checking up on me. | knew she really cared. | felt it, and
it went a long way for me that year. It made all the difference and has
carried me for a lifetime.

W1en | moved to my neighborhood as a Baalas Teshuvah, Morah
took me under her wing. Almost 16 years later, she still invites me
as a frequent guest to her beautiful Shabbos and Yom Tov meals, along
with many other guests. She has an open home policy where students,
friends and extended family are always welcomed. She never hesitates
to do a mitzvah for any Jew that crosses her path. Morah goes out of
her way to help with things most people would never even think of.
Many consider her their best friend because she is a rare gem of a kind
person.

was struggling with my mental health and suicide ideation when |
was in high school.

When Morah found out, she took me to the therapist | was supposed
to be seeing. That night, she had me sleep over at her house until |
could get the proper treatment | needed. | remember that night at her
house like it was yesterday. It was so uncomfortable for her but she
knew that | needed it and didn’t hesitate to open her home to me. That
intervention restored my hope in humanity and saved my life. It’s been
about 10 years since | was in high school and I'm still in touch with her.
She saved my life!

In all my years of receiving education at various Jewish schools, Morah
was hands down the greatest teacher. She went the extra mile to
educate each of her students with love and the perfect amount of
structure, which made all the students feel safe and taken care of. As a



young fourth grader | remember that Morah made me feel that she was
there just to help me reach my greatest potential.

M orah was a fun and kind teacher. She created a bulletin board on
the back wall of the classroom with envelopes of each girl’s name
and an envelope for her as well. This was a little “letter-mail” system in
which we were able to write to her about things not only about class,
but anything we felt we wanted to share with her. We would put our
letter into her envelope, and she would write back and put her letter in
our envelopes.

It was so exciting to get a letter from Morah herself! | used to cherish
those letters that were written to me personally in her handwriting! It
just felt very special. | even think that it fostered my love of writing until
today.

tell people that my favorite year of school was the 6th grade.

Ironically, that was the year that | started to feel my self-imposed
perfection and pressure more intensely in my schoolwork. Perhaps this
is why this special moment of kindness, sensitivity, and care had such a
profound impact on me.

We were reviewing Rashi in class and | mistook the letter Gimmel for a
Zayin.

Morah responded with a kind smile “Honeybunch, that’s a gimmel,
not a zayin”. | was so surprised at the love | received after having made
a mistake that all | could focus on was the word “honeybunch” as
opposed to the mistake. It was such a loving word that she directed
towards me even though | made a mistake, which in my mind meant

| did something wrong. Had she not used that word, | probably would
have obsessed for months about that mistake. | probably would not
have been able to read aloud in class again out of fear and worry.
Instead, | “obsessed” over that kind word “honeybunch.” Thank you



Morah for trying to show me that making a mistake isn’t the end of the
world and can be told with kindness.

orah helped me, and listened to me when | was going through a

dark time in my life. At that time | was depressed, and down in
the gutters. | was doing some things that weren’t good for me. When
| asked Morah about something, she was very worried and gave me
advice, warning me away from it. We had plenty of discussions, with
her trying to figure out what was wrong.

She never gave up on me even when things were hopeless. She knew
something had happened to me between 7th and 8th grade, she didn’t
try to squeeze it out of me like everyone else, | know she was worried
and that she cared about what happened to me. The fact that she
cared with no fake smiles, not the “you’re gonna be ok,” or “it’s all from
Hashem,” and “Hashem only does good.” She was simply there for me.

Yes it took time for me to start down a path of recovery, but | got there.
| wouldn’t have gotten there without her. There were other people
who made a huge impact on my life, friends and family alike, but
Morah left an impact on me that no one else could have. | am happier
and healthier now, and Morah played a big role in that. | am forever
grateful.

en | was in 11th grade, | was not very motivated. | was going
through many things that were affecting my performance levels
at school. Morah gave a quiz on each sicha that we learned, and | never
filled out a single one. The principal told me that if | didn’t give in a
certain amount of tests at the end of the week, | would be kicked out of
school.

| tried to learn a few of the sichos, but not really enough to fill out all
the answers, so | handed in the tests pretty much empty, expecting to
get kicked out. Instead of letting that happen, Morah offered to stay



after school to help me out. That day, she stayed after school in her own
time, and with tons of patience went through all the material until |
knew it thoroughly. She knew that written tests were hard for me, so she
let me do them orally, and | ended up scoring a hundred.

It’s thanks to the warmth and care that Morah showed, that | was able
to get through the rest of the year, eventually graduating. | know that |
am not the only one who was affected by her sensitivity and care that
she shows to her students, even years after they graduate. Thank you!

M orah was my teacher in 12th grade. That year was a very
unsettling time in my life, we lost our home in a fire, my Bubby
was niftar and my father lost his job. For half of that year, my family,
which had ten children at the time, lived in a one bedroom basement. |
wasn'’t very focused on my school studies and really only applied myself
if it was a subject | could do well without much effort. Morah taught

us Chumash and Likkutei Dibburim. | loved Likkutei Dibburim, and

I would drink her words. The way she taught was inspiring, and | was
able to put everyday life on a pause when sitting in her class.

Iwas 15 years old when my mother passed away. Although | was very
popular and had a great support system, | never wanted to share my
pain. It took about a year until it really hit me. | felt like | had no one to
guide me or care for me. Although | had many great friends and family
it was a different type of relationship than a mother. | started exploring
grief websites and forums online and | met a wonderful woman who

I really respected. She was not Jewish and not the right match for my
future.

That’s when Morah stepped into my life. She was truly the most caring
and smart woman | have ever met. She had patience to answer every
question | had. She was always there for me at any time of the day or
night. She guided me through life. | was a teenager who needed lots of



love and guidance. | tested everything and lived life on the edge. She has
been a real motherly figure to me and has played a huge role in life. |
am proud to say that | am the person | am today because of Morah.

M orah was my daughter’s principal who went above and beyond
to help my daughter who was not only struggling in academics
but also with personal issues. She took her under her wing, and made
her comfortable to come to her for guidance and support. She helped
her with her studies and guided her on how to deal with teachers who
weren'’t always as understanding as she was.

One year, my daughter was feeling quite nervous and anxious about
starting a new school year. Morah arranged with us to have her
come before school started, to show her around her new classroom, in
an effort to make her feel more calm and confident. | could see that
there were a million other things going on; meetings she had to attend,
decisions that had to be made.

But she calmly sat with my daughter, showed her a picture of what
her new teacher looked like and spoke to her about her worries. It’s the
small things that can change a child’s life. We are so grateful for her.

en | was a seminary student many years ago, | was going

through my own rough time emotionally, and had many difficult
moments. Morah was a teacher and the assistant principal. She wasn’t
just a teacher. She was so kind and caring, and went out of her way
to help me out. | remember passing by her office many times, and
although she was busy, she would find time to talk to me. That was
a real safety net for me and | don’t know how | would have survived
without having someone to talk to. She would also take time after class



to speak to me, even when seminary was officially over for the day. She
was so sensitive and caring, and looking back, | can’t imagine how she
gave so much time and patience to help me out. These kind gestures
really impacted my life and uplifted me to be able to overcome my
personal challenges and move on to be the person | am today.

M y daughter was sick this year and needed extra help and
sensitivity. Morah went out of her way to make sure she was
OK;, and adapted the school work to empower her to excel and was
my daughter’s comfort in a hard time. Her kindness has 100% Baruch
Hashem helped my daughter to heal quicker and fight the awful fight
she was going through.

I really felt that Morah cared for her students. | loved how she expected
a lot from me in a kind way. | excelled in her class. Many years later
she was my daughter’s teacher, and even helped pay for my daughter
to go to seminary. Now she teaches my daughter in high school. We
appreciate her kindness more than she knows.

am forever indebted to Morah, my teacher and mashpia. | formed a

bond with Morah in seminary. And when my mashpia passed away,
Morah graciously agreed to step in. | thank Hashem each morning
for her, when | say Modeh Ani. When | was going through some very
serious challenges, she made space in her heart and life for me. Each
and every time, she understood very well how vulnerable | was, and she
made it crystal clear that she would “hold my hand”, until | got through
it. She didn’t make me feel “less than“ because | needed help. She made
me feel like she sees me, who | really am, and that my circumstances
don’t define me. Because she believed in me, | believed in myself. And
that’s the greatest kindness.



Encouragement to a Teacher

20 Sivan 5716

After having heard a lot about you, your general
accomplishments and especially your work in the field of
education, I was pleased to have received your letter, in which
you recount what has been going on in your life and how you
are managing.

I was shocked, however, and a little upset by the content of the
letter regarding your dampened spirit and melancholy, and
worse. I am also writing that I was shocked because Divine
Providence has placed you as a beacon of light, i.e., you were
given the opportunity to work for the proper education of Jewish
children. This is clear proof that you were given the abilities

to fulfill this very important role because “Hashem does not
overburden His Creations.”

It solely depends on your will. I only you will truly want and
firmly decide, you will prevail over the challenges, obstacles and
also uncertainties.

If you say that the despondency is based on, until now, you
were not able to improve the education as was necessary, then
in addition to what Tanya and other sources explain - sadness
is always unacceptable and harmful - the Rebbes have taught:
“One good deed 1s better than a thousand sighs.”

Especially since naturally when a person sighs, he feels a bit of
satisfaction that he is upset about something, and it does not add
to his motivation to work to fill what was lacking.

Please understand that in everything mentioned above, I did
not intend to rebuke you. Rather I wish to express my clear and
definite opinion, the fact that your work in the field of education



is a very great merit, for not every person merits to be involved
in education, especially in our generation.

In all matters of Torah and Mitzvos, Hashem grants us the
abilities and energy to do it, and we are commanded as well,
“You shall choose Life!” But at the end of the day; it 1s up to
the person to be the one to choose from his good will and free
choice.

Excerpt from Igros Rodesh Vol. XIIT
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By his dear friend,
Tuvia Greisman




